Neckerchief Slide Ideas

Collected by Lorie McGraw

Etowah Creek District 
Columbia, SC USA

Neckerchief slides (or woggles, as some would call them) are fun to make, fun to wear, and fun to give away as awards and recognition. Below are some slide ideas that I have come across in the past year. Many of these ideas were sent to me through my friends at Scouts-L. The source is included if known. The contributors are not claiming to be the originators of the ideas, but are simply sharing ideas that they have used in their years of working with youth. 
I am always collecting Slide ideas!! Please send yours to me, and if it is a new one I will put it up on my web page with your name as contributor. 

Lorie McGraw
As you go through the list of slides below, you will notice many different materials.

· I have found that for the loops, the best things are pipe cleaners (chenille stems), loops of leather, and my new favorite, clear flexible PVC (also known as Taigon (sp.?) tubing at the aquarium shop). You can get this hose material at the hardware store, it is very cheap (20-35 cents per foot) and you can cut it with a good, heavy scissors. Plus it is invisible!

· For leather, look to old purses, old leather coats (fur ones, too), leather belts, etc. Check the Goodwill or Salvation Army.

· Any leather or felt pattern can be duplicated easily using a material called Fun Foam. It comes in brilliant colors plus shades, can be cut with a scissors, and is so easy to use and very inexpensive if you watch for it on sale. Check your local craft store.

· A good leather substitute is vinyl (naughahyde) fabric. Go to an upholsterer's shop and ask for scraps. Also ask for scraps of trim, lacing, leather, and other materials.

· Plastic milk cartons have a very nice plastic that cuts easily for bases, loops, or cut-out slides.

· Paint-stirring sticks are great sources of free, good wood for slides and other projects.

· Check Clearance sales after Christmas and other holidays for wooden ornaments. I have some exquisite hand-carved cowboys and birds that were originally intended for a Christmas tree.

· Pins and large earrings also make good slides.

· Laminated Countertop samples make great backings for slides and also mini clipboards. Look in the cabinet section of the local Home Depot/Lowes/Do-It-Yourself Centers.

· Milk/orange juice jug caps make great 'frames' for plaster, cotton balls, cardboard circles covered with felt or pictures, etc.

· Refrigerator Magnets are a great, cheap resource. Hot glue a ring on the back. Check the "Dollar" stores for some real deals! Some even light up and make noises!

· Keychains, same as refrigerator magnets. I found one that is a miniature Coleman Lantern that really lights up. Drove my Scouter friends wild the first time they saw it.

· My best finds are in the hardware store. Go cruising, and use your imagination.

· The Butcher shop will give you leg bones cut into slices. Try scrimshawing them (older Scouts, only).

· Your local Pet Store will have rawhide dog chews that can be soaked, stretched, and made into various Indian styles of slides, such as drums, stretched hides, tiny shields, etc.

· Check WalMart, Woolworth's, and the Dollar type stores for plastic frogs, insects, snakes, etc. They look great crawling across a neckerchief. Hot glue a clear PVC ring to them. Nature stores have these small model animals, too, but you should never pay more that 25-50 cents each for them. Puns abound with these (Don't get bugged about it, Hop to it, etc.).

Tips and Hints/ Care and Feeding of Slides

Slide Basics

A few tips common to all slides:

· To prevent choking, slides should be loose enough to allow the neckerchief to be pulled off. Neckerchiefs should NOT be knotted instead of using a slide (although some units knot the two ends together, or tie overhand knots in the very ends)

· To make a loose slide fit better, use a rubber band or clean rubber O-ring under the slide.

· Pull the slides up to about the top button. With the collar flipped up (if worn above the 'chief), you should be able to lift the ends of the 'chief and hit your nose with the slide.

· A wander through a hobby shop, leather shop, craft store, hardware store, etc. will often reveal the best slides. In hardware stores, look especially in the plumbing and electrical sections.

Keep that Slide On!

Here is a "trick" I learned at our Scout Shop. Okay ... let me see if I can describe this ... you roll the neckerchief, put it on, and put the slide on ... then before it starts sliding off (working quickly) grab a relatively small diameter rubber band (1 to 2 inches across) place the rubber band around the neckerchief above the slide, cross it behind the slide and pull the tails of the neckerchief below the slide through. This makes a figure-8 of the rubber band with the "loops" around the neckerchief and the cross-over on the prongs of the slide. The rubber band "hides" behind the slide and keeps it in place (so they don't come off "on accident") ... but it's still fairly uncomplicated to remove on purpose -- just pull it off. (LOTS neater and easier than the parent who lined the inside of the slide with aquarium silicon sealant to keep it from sliding). Hope this helps someone. (Note from Lorie: I tried this with a favorite slide that is very heavy, and it works like a charm!)
Kyna Hendra www.macscouter.com Variation:

I agree with you about the rubber band trick to keep the slide on and tight. We have not lost a single slide in the past two years since I showed it to my son.

We have found a slight improvement to the regular rubber band idea that makes it easier to remove and put on. Instead of a rubber band, try using a small girls ponytail elastic band. They are just the right size, don't have to be double over, don't catch on the fabric and get all twisted when it is being removed, and can be selected to match the neckerchief to be even more invisible. 

Bill Ebbott  WillieCE@m6.sprynet.com  Webelos Den Leader   Pack 1313, Wilmington, DE 

Finish Ideas

A mediocre slide can be 'totally rad' with the right paint job:

· Many hobby and hardware stores carry paint kits to create a variety of finishes- stone, marble, splatter, etc. A plain wooden slide becomes a chiseled stone if painted right.

· A huge variety of model paints can be found at a model hobby shop- they have metallic flakes, super-high gloss and more.

· Various egg-decorating and other specialty techniques can be applied to slides- painting with melted crayons, batik-style resist and dye methods, etc.

· A woodworking stain technique that is quite interesting is to stain the wood lightly in whatever color(s) you want, then paint the images with very thin acrylic paints that allow the wood tones to show through. Let dry well and finish off.

Slide Idea File: Scouting Library on AOL: Mark Adkins) 


Slide Ideas and Instructions

Neckerchief Potpourri

Try these slides that I showed at our Council's 1997 Supertrain (Powwow). I have linked these to the instructions elsewhere in this page, if the instructions are here. (if you need specific instructions for any of the others, contact me at lmcgraw@sc.rr.com---LLM)

· Spider (sweetgum ball, wobble eyes, and pipe cleaners for legs)

· turtle (walnut half, cardboard-ed felt with cut-out head, legs, tail, pipecleaner...extremely cute!)

· stressed out slide (telephone wire, really cute as a hair barrette, too, not that my wolves think so)

· Indian head/Eskimo head (could also be pirate, cowboy, etc... nut with drawn eyes and yarn hair)

· false Turk's-head (vinyl or leather. Look in the BSA Cub Scout How-to Book) (this can also be done as a bracelet)

· cube slide (wooden building block, painted with scouting colors, add a scouting sticker, drill hole through top)

· fireman's badge (from a sticker given out by the fire dept. "Jr. Fireman" with pipe cleaner loop)

· tooled leather (pre-formed blanks) in tube, flat with weave, etc.

· Pinewood car award (micro-machine car hot glued on leather blank with Pinewood Derby date title on it)

· Valentine's hearts (fun-foam slide, cut out hearts and put on loop)

· "Big shot" (shotgun shell on a split-ring holder)

· Spaceman (toy space ranger, hot glued to a backing)

· Patches slides, using old patches, flat and tube. Roll your old patches and hot glue them around a piece of tubing or water hose. (Not those special patches)

· Trash can and popcorn sales (film canister)

· bird/cowboy ornament (keep an eye out on those after Christmas sales... hot glue loop on back )

· bird house (was a Christmas ornament)

· Halloween bat (fun foam, same as above)

· refrigerator magnets (bear, eagle, trout, see ornaments)

· blank for pins (like tiger cubs, arrow of light, popcorn sales, etc. out of fun foam)

· US Marshall's badge (plastic one given to the cubs after a visiting Marshall spoke to us)

----Lorie McGraw Columbia, SC 

Magnet Slides

A good and easy way to craft a neckerchief slide is from a refrigerator magnet and then make the neckerchief slide saver from Lance Wilkerson's web page:
http://perdita.lcs.psu.edu/BSA/woggle.htm#SAFETY 
I have made two slides from different magnets with a holiday theme: Halloween & Christmas. My Webelos fixed the Halloween slides and used the slide saver. The designs were bats and pumpkins. We used that plastic craft string and beads. 
Then at Christmas I gave each boy a slide made from a magnet with Santa and used bells on the slide saver instead of beads. They came out real cute. 
You can find magnets real cheap from a store like Big Lots. Usually two to a package from .79 to a buck. You need to try and remove the magnet from the back though. I had trouble with the Santas as the whole magnet would not come off most of them but the Halloween ones came off perfect. 
I made some neat ones for my husband and me from owl magnets and use water hose pieces described on the slide saver page. 
Ginny Gillam Pack/Troop 164 Edenton, NC 

Nature Slides #1

Hot glue a pipecleaner ring to the back side of a 2" diameter slice of branch. Or drill 2 holes in the slice and thread the pipe cleaner through to make the loop.

· Glue pieces of twigs, nuts, pebbles to the front side.

· Press flowers or leaves and glue to the wood

· sand smooth and draw animal tracks on the slide

· Use a rubber stamp on the cut and sanded side, then use colored pencils to add detail.

· Make a pattern (like a mosaic) of different seeds, corn, beans, dandelion fluff, etc.. Draw the pattern on, then apply glue to one section at a time. Sprinkle with one kind of seeds. After each section is covered, then use the next kind of seed. How about the fleur de leis as a design?

Barb Stephens   bsteph@creighton.eduand Lorie McGraw  lmcgraw@sc.rr.com 
Nature Slides #2

This one is made out of 1/2 inch plastic pipe. Get a plastic pipe cutter and cut off neckerchief lengths of plastic pipe. Have the boys glue nature objects. stones, twigs, nuts and seeds to the plastic pipe. Or they could cut out pictures from magazines and glue them on like decoupage. 
Dale Fulkerson     ASM Santa Monica CA 

Leather Shapes Slide

Materials:

· Leather shapes with holes already punched (triangles, squares, circles, whatever)

· colored pony beads

· leather strips.

Affix a leather strip to create the slide. Then let the boys determine the length of the other strips as they attach their beads. Tie knots in the end of a leather strip, and push through one of the holes, with knot in the back.
Attach the pony beads and knot off the end.
Cathy Carver carvfam@ix.netcom.comPack 581, Arvada CO/ Denver Area Council 

"The Neckerchief" Neckerchief Slide

Using fabric dyes, paints, etc., decorate the fabric to look like your neckerchief. Let dry well, iron if recommended for color-fastness.

1. Dip the fabric in thinned white glue, about 1/3rd or 1/4th glue and tap water. (see note below) Add more water as needed. Lay out flat and face down on waxed paper or aluminum foil. Roll up as if it were a real neckerchief. Do this while still damp so it holds its shape.

2. Take a piece of dowel or pipe with an OUTSIDE diameter equal to a neckerchief and wrap it in wax paper or foil.

3. Lay the pipe on the neckerchief and wrap the fabric around it as if it were a boys neck, pinching it together where a tiny neckerchief slide would go- maybe tying a thread at this spot. Let it dry fully. If necessary for more stiffness, repaint with thinned glue or use fiberglass resin or epoxy with an adults close supervision)

4. Fabricate a tiny neckerchief slide by gluing a bead or sequin to the thread above, or wrapping a piece of shiny wire around the pinch point, or taking a mother's pin and pinning/gluing it in place.

5. Slide the finished slide off the pipe or rod.

Slide Idea File: Scouting Library on AOL: Mark Adkins 
(Note: Go to the fabric or craft store and get Fabric Stiffener... easier and less mixing. ---LLM)

Beaded Indian Headdress Neckerchief Slide

originally from Judy Scholefield

Materials:

· 15 safety pins ( I used small brass ones )

· "E" beads ( I used a variety of colors )

· 6 mm round beads ( I used faceted ones )

· approx. 8" of 20 gauge wire

· 1/2 pipe cleaner ( I used gold )

Instructions:

1. String "E" beads on pin in desired pattern. Do 14 pins the same way. ( I experimented with different colors. Each of the above will represent a feather so you may want to use a pattern here. )

2. Pinch heads of pin closed, so that they don't open while wearing. IMPORTANT SAFETY FEATURE!

3. String 6 mm beads and heads of pins on wire. Start with a bead and fold wire back over bead to keep it on. Alternate beads and pins, being sure to put all pins facing the same way. (This is where I created a pattern. Ex. blue faceted 6mm bead,1 pin w/red beads, blue faceted 6mm, 1 pin w/white beads, blue faceted 6mm, 1 pin w/blue beads, blue faceted 6mm, 1 pin w/white beads, blue faceted 6mm,1 pin w/red beads, etc.....) End with a 6mm bead, leave enough wire to fold back over bead as you did at start, then trim excess wire away. Be sure ends are folded back enough so that there is no sharp point.

4. String pipe cleaner through loops at bottom of pins, pushing pins close together, and centering pipe cleaner.

5. On ends of pipe cleaner string several beads, either "E" or 6mm. ( I used 3 blue faceted 6mm beads on each end) Form excess pipe cleaner into a loop, and twist to secure.

6. Take your last pin and pin the first beaded pin and last beaded pin on the back of the slide. This will help to form shape, and is used to create area to put neckerchief through.

7. Adjust shape, pull "tails" straight, then wear with pride.

To tell you the truth, Lorie, when I received the directions from Judy, I was very grateful but not quite sure what this was supposed to be. When I finished, I had a gorgeous Indian Headdress Neckerchief Slide to show my scouts and asked if they wanted to make it. YES, and ooooo's could be heard. I brought the finished slide to a Den Leader's meeting and they all wanted the directions. I am a Den Leader for my 3rd grade son's Bear Den. My 2nd year Webelos son loved it and wanted to show his den. He got so excited he designed a flag of the United States to wear as a slide. I'll get you those directions when I have more time. 
Laureen De.    DL, Advance Chair.  Knox Trail Council, MA 

Beaded-Look Slide

1. Using the leather neckerchief slide kit from the BSA or any similar leather project, dampen the leather surface as you would for tooling or carving the leather.

2. Score the leather in a grid pattern with a swivel knife or Xacto knife. Use smaller grids for older kids.

3. Hand out a piece of grid paper that roughly matches the slides to each kid. Have the kids figure out what they want the finished slide to look like.

4. Using water-based acrylic paints (such as those available through the BSA or most hobby stores), paint each square in the grid as if it were a colored bead. Let dry. Seal with a coat of leather protector or polyurethane sealant.

5. Make the slide as per kit directions.

Slide Idea File: Scouting Library on AOL: Mark Adkins (Note: Any counted or graphed design will work. Check out the web for Cross-stitch patterns, etc . -----LLM) 

Beaded Circle Slide

I just spent the afternoon making these with my Bear den while we waited for plaster casts of footprints to harden in the driveway. I learned how to do this at the Western Alaska Council powwow recently.

Materials

· 5 1/2-inch wooden beads (note, use more if your bead circle is too small)

· 20 inches of plastic lacing

Instructions

1. Put first bead at middle of lacing.

2. Take second bead and put one end of lacing through one side and other end of lacing through the other side. Pull until the two beads are next to each other.

3. Then continue with next 3 beads in same manner.

4. Check size. Add more beads if needed.

5. Tie off and put ends through a bead and cut.

Woodbadge Bead Display Slide

Instructions

1. Get a nicely colored 'push-button' toggle, such as that used to close drawstrings, a length of rawhide thong or parachute cord thin enough for your beads, and your beads.

2. Thread your beads on the thong, making sure to leave about 4" unused.

3. Tie an overhand or Figure 8 knot in each end.

4. Push the middle of the thong into the toggle so you form a loop that you can tighten by sliding the toggle.

5. Put the neckerchief ends into the loop and snug it down to hold.

Slide Idea File: Scouting Library on AOL: Mark Adkins 

Drill Press Slides

(for adults only) If you have access to a good drill press:

· A piece of branch with the bark still on it can be drilled out to make a nice slide. Avoid woods with a lot of pitch or sap. Varnish or Polyurethane the whole thing to protect the bark.

· With the correct bit, an interesting stone can be drilled out. Rock collectors, rock shops, or Rock and Mineral Clubs can advise you on the bits and speeds to use on the different minerals and stones.

· Large beads, bones, wooden knobs, balls, etc. can be drilled pretty easily. Small ones are harder and more dangerous to drill.

· I knew one kid whose dad drilled a hole down through the top of a "Hot Wheels"-type car for a slide and it looked pretty cool. Many small toys can be drilled as long as you follow basic safety precautions. Some flimsy toys can be reinforced by filling them with "Durhams Rock Hard Putty", epoxy, etc.

***NOTE: Be sure to use the right bit, speed, clamping and safety equipment, including safety glasses. Making slides should not be a death sport!*** 
Slide Idea File: Scouting Library on AOL: Mark Adkins 

Quick Slides

Can't find your slide? Try these fast answers:

· Most costume jewelry rings or inexpensive rings make interesting, but rather small slides.

· Key chains can be interesting slides if they are the right size and have interesting things that hang down right. Those with tabs usually work the best.

· Pieces of clean tubing, such as plumbing pipe, conduit, chromed tubing, etc., can be used if smooth and de-burred.

· Napkin rings usually make good slides. Look for exotic slides at import shops.

· Some of the big 'conchos' with two big slots in them make good slides.Thread the neckerchief up from behind the top slot, then back down into the bottom slot.

Slide Idea File: Scouting Library on AOL: Mark Adkins 

More Quick Slides

I have used the following as impromptu slides:

· Hair barrettes (especially for tying back long hair)

· Decorative Pins (clay art ones and Indian design ones)

· Scarf holders and T-shirt loops (flat pieces of wood or plastic with 2 holes to gather your extra long T-shirts at the hem for that sporty, fashionable look. I have one that is a ceramic fish that is super!)

Lorie McGraw 

Using Plaster of Paris
Making Molds from Clay


Use oil based clay called plasticine. Place a hunk of clay the size of your fist on a plastic table top or paper plate. Have the boys take a bear head, or other large toy animal and stick it into the clay. Carefully pull the head out. ( you may need to spray WD- 40 on the head - practice first.) Then fill the opening with plaster of Paris mixed in a paper cup. Put a loop in the back before it dries. Should take 20 minutes before the plaster set up hard enough to pull the clay off and pick the plaster out. Knead it back together and start on the next.
Dale Fulkerson     ASM Santa Monica CA 

Pirate's Face Magnet or Slide

(Note: This form could be used for any oval face shape --LLM) 
Pour a small amount of plaster into the bowls of plastic spoons. If making a slide, insert the ring before the plaster sets. When hardened, pop out. Brush all surfaces with a mixture of glue and water to seal the plaster. Draw a pirate's face on the smooth bowl side. Attach a felt eyepiece. Make a felt pirate hat by cutting two hat shapes from black felt. Glue them together, leaving the bottom open to slide down over the plaster head. Glue it to the head. Or make a bandanna with fabric scrap. Glue a magnet strip on.
---Chris CRH1954@aol.com 
Using Candy Molds

One year our den leader made plaster slides using plaster of Paris and candy molds in the shape of various animals. My son came home with a parrot. She had the boys choose which animal they wanted, then they poured the plaster of Paris into the mold and used a heavy wire shaped in a "U" shape to make the backing. This was inserted after the mixture began to harden a little. The next meeting the boys painted them and took them home.
Cathy Carver carvfam@ix.netcom.comPack 581, Arvada CO/ Denver Area Council 

Film Canister Slides
Oscar the Grouch

A few years ago at a computer fair I ran into a family table where the 9 year old girl decided that SHE wanted to sell something, too.
She took a film canister, hot glued a green fuzzy ball into the open end, hot glued the cap to the top of the ball a la Oscar the Grouch. A couple of small craft shop eyes completed this Sesame St. character, with his "can". This could be made into a woggle, by adding a loop on the back.
y Dave Loomis   dloomis@nh.ultranet.com Greenland, NH 

Oscar 2

For Oscar, you punch two holes in the back of the can, and two holes in the cap. Thread a black pipe cleaner through one hole in the can up through the top, back down through the other hole, and out through the second hole in the back. Twist the ends together to make the loop. This keeps the lid on (as in Oscar's garbage can). Glue two green 1inch pompoms together. Glue two 'eyes' on the top pompom and a short piece of red embroidery thread for the mouth (keep it straight - Oscar rarely smiles!). . Use a regular cotton ball as a filler in the bottom of the can, so Oscar peeks out the top. 

Popcorn Neckerchief Slide

Materials:

· Film canister

· pipe cleaners

· red or white adhesive vinyl

· marker

· cotton balls

· plaster

· popped corn

· clear acrylic spray.

1. Cover the film canister with red or white adhesive vinyl.

2. Make two small cuts in the back to insert a pipe cleaner ring.

3. Make a sign "POPCORN" and tape to front of can.

4. Put one or two cotton balls in the can and pour a small amount of plaster over them for weight. Let dry.

5. When dry, glue popped corn in the top part of the can. (Use enough to make sure popcorn will stick.)

6. When dry, spray with clear acrylic spray.

Cindy P-1373/T-1373 DR/DAC 

First Aid Kit

(Great for Webelos Readyman) 
Paint a film canister white with a red cross on the front. (or use white film cans and colored tape) Attach a curtain ring to the back side of the canister, or poke 2 holes in the back and use a chenille stem for the loop. Fill the canister with useful first aid items:

· 1 adhesive bandage

· 1 alcohol wipe

· 1 tube antiseptic ointment

· 2 safety pins

· coins for telephone call

· emergency phone numbers

· Tylenol wrapped in aluminum foil

· Basic First Aid instructions reduced to small laminated card, rolled up inside

-Lorie McGraw , Barb Stephens, and TomB, formerly CM of pack 469 in NJ 

Leader Survival Pills

· Film canister or an unused pill bottle

· Mini M&Ms

· cotton ball

· chenille stem or loop

· label (below)

Make canister with loop, glue label (below) on the outside (make it look like a prescription label) Put the new mini M&M's in it, with a cotton ball on top.
Leader Survival Pills

Directions:

Remove cotton, tear in half, place in ears
Take pills as needed:
red for stress relief
blue for noise reduction
yellow for patience 
brown for instant game idea
mixed colors for sense of humor
Call your Cubmaster in the morning! 

Resources

Using the Internet

A few slide ideas at this URL: http://www.creighton.edu/~bsteph/pack114/library/packcamp.html#Crafts
Happy Scouting! --Barb Stephens

J.Lance Wilkinson has an excellent slide page. It includes many hints and pictures. http://perdita.lcs.psu.edu/BSA/woggle.htm 

Neckerchief Slide Ideas in the AOL Scouting Forum Library by Mark Adkins. E-mail: Madkins007@aol.com (These are scattered throughout this page) This AOL file was contributed to this project by 2 Internet Scouting Friends, Chris CMR1954 , and Amy, and okayed by Mark Adkins. 
Return to Table of Contents


Books


Cub Scout Books include the Cub Scout How-To Book, each of the books at each scouting level have hints for slides (Wolf, Bear, etc.). Also check the Program Helps, available in the Council office. Contact other districts and ask for their Powwow books. Or e-mail me at lmcgraw@sc.rr.com and get more info. 
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